
Mr Boris Johnson  
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
10 Downing Street 
London 
SW1A 2AA 
United Kingdom 

 
  
 

Brussels, 20 January 2020 
 
  
 
Mr. Prime Minister,  
 
 
Please find attached our appeal to the Belgian government to ask it to intervene with you in 
defence of the rights of Julian Assange, founder and editor of the Wikileaks website, an 
Australian journalist detained in Belmarsh prison pending a decision on the merits of the 
request for extradition from the United States. This appeal, organised by the Belgium4Assange 
collective1, is signed by leading Belgian personalities. 
 
His Majesty's government is able to put an end to this procedure by granting Julian Assange 
political asylum and by granting him a residence permit for political and humanitarian reasons, 
even on a temporary basis, while he seeks asylum in another state. The United Nations, of 
which your State is a permanent member of the Security Council, refers in the reports of the 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the Rapporteur against Torture and Inhuman and 
Degrading Treatment, to the political nature not only of the acts of which it is accused but also 
of the judicial fate which is reserved for it in Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United 
States. These reports, while not binding, oblige you as a member of the United Nations and 
the Council of Europe. 
 
The world remembers that the United Kingdom allowed a dictator to return home because of 
his state of health. It would not understand, a few years later, that it would allow a publisher 
and journalist to be handed over to the United States who had merely exercised his freedom 
of information and was being prosecuted exclusively for political offences. 
 
We are convinced that you have the legal tools to grant Julian Assange basic protection and 
to assume your historic role in the protection of fundamental rights. 

 
1 "Belgium4Assange" is made up of individuals and organisations, including: Marie-France Deprez (for the Free 
Assange Belgium committee), Lieven De Cauter (Philosopher KULeuven, RITCS), Vincent Engel (for Carta 
Academica, writer, professor at UCLouvain), Vasantha Fagard, Christophe Marchand (lawyer), Marc Molitor 
(journalist), Delphine Noels (director), Pascale Vielle (professor at UCLouvain). We intend to raise awareness and 
inform about Julian Assange and other whistleblowers, and call on the media and policy makers to act for the 
immediate release of Julian Assange. https://www.belgium4assange.be/ 

 



 
Please accept, Mr. Prime Minister, the assurance of our highest consideration.  
  
For Belgium4assange, 
 
       

Pascale Vielle 


